
Daniel Immerman
Moral Problems

Reading Questions for January 19

These questions cover an article by James Rachels called “Active and Passive
Euthanasia.” The answers do not have to be turned in. You will probably
have to read more than once to get the answers.

Background :

The interview with Peter Singer we listened to last time covered
a number of different issues. For the rest of our discussion of
euthanasia, we’re going to focus in more narrowly on one issue,
namely if and when there is a moral difference between killing
and letting die. This reading by Rachels is one of the most im-
portant texts on the subject; on Wednesday we will be looking at
a response to it and on Friday a response to the response.

Questions:

1. What is the distinction between active and passive euthanasia. What
did the AMA in 1973 think about the distinction? What does Rachels
think about it?

2. What is Rachels’ first argument? Is it plausible, why or why not?

3. What is Rachels’ second argument? Is it plausible, why or why not?

4. Rachels offers a pair of cases involving characters named Smith and
Jones. What does Rachels say about these cases and why? What do
you think about what he says?

5. Rachels offers what he takes to be the most common argument for the
other side. What is this argument? How does he respond to it?
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